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A Note from
Sohini Bhattacharyaq,
CEO of Breakthrough Trust




T you look into Breakthrough's work in 2023-24,
the leadership of young people shines through
it shines in the negotiotions to lead their lives the
weay they want to, it shines in their effort to leod
others into taking up issues of discrimination, in
the dedication with which they toke community

action and take steps to Mip the narrotlve,

It Is amiczing to see how the safety audit in Dobua,

Fandabad, resuited in the creation of the Kront
Grouvp which became an inter-generational
vigilante group watching out for crimes ogaoinst
wormen in thelr neighbourhood, Equally amazing
1% when 9 of our Team Chonge Leaders led

o comversotion with district level officials in
Gorakhpur, demanding thot a primary school be
built for their litte homlet of 150 families.

Cyryoung peaple hove storted troversing the
world of social change as well—many have joinad

ether mpact sector orgonisations. Some of the
Teom Change Leaders hove been selected for
varicus fallowships ke the Gandhi Fellowship
organised by the Piramal Foundation, the Gram
Swaraiya Felvwship by the Connecting Dreams
Foundation and the Starfirg india Collective
Fellowship by GivingTuesday,

As adolescaents and young odults, thair voices

are becoming important: in issues of sofety and
security fior women, In bullding schools and roads
in willoges, in setting up previously unovailoble
transport routes thot connect villoges to colleges.
That's the wark thot gives us hope ond motivation,
to prevail—with courage, with hope and with
gction—Iin a world where gender-bosed viclence
seems to be rising ond mot declining.
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Introduction




Our mothers might have
suffered gender-based
violence, but we are not
here to carry the legacy

forward. We will fight for
our own rights and for
those around us who are
unable to do the same.

- Adolescents from our project area
Rajopur village in Ponipat, Horyona

Yﬂung pecple are the key to bullding fresh
perspectives ond creéating o better future
Az the next generation, thay hold the willingness
to challenge the status gua and the power to
toke action to transform society. To nurture this
potenticl, we must create an environment that

reflects the values we hope to seein them

Breakthrough hos been dedicoted to this goal for
over two decades. By challenging harmful gendear
RGNS, EMpowenng young people, and promoting
equality, we aim to craate o world free from
gender-based violence (GBY), We believe that

by shifting mindsets ond breoking down barriers,
we con create a more inclusive future in which

oll young people, especially girls, feel volued and
respected. As we move towards celebrating our
£5th onniversary, we're excited to see the impoct
of our work and the bright future that les ahead.

By eguipping ageneration of individuals to
address the complex challenges of the 21st

cantury, we ore alming for o generational shift

This is not merety o moral imperotive but o
strotegic necessity for societal progress, The
young people with whom we work in deep rural
ond peri-urban aregs are showing the results

of over two decades of work—they are taking
oction to flip norms thot creote obstocles for
youth striving to continbe education, challenging
proctices like egriy mormioge and choosing non-
traditional lhvefhood opportunities:

Qur work through community
mobilisation, building

leadership and positive story-
telling and narratives is finally

paying off!
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Deep Transformation
Our Work With the Communities
Cver the yvears, we have byl our Deep

Transformotion’work using o socio-ecalogical
model in select communities of Uttor Pradesh,
Haryana, Delli, and Jharkhand, The pregramme
has 11-18-year-cld odolescents ot the centre,
The empowerad voices of odolescents, youth,

Team Chaonge Leaders [our yaung chonge
agents) and their bold tales of transformation
are growing louder as a result of our interventions
In these oreas.

Narrative Change and
Storytelling

Cne of Breakthrough's core work rermains
changing patriarchol gender norms through
miedia ard storytelling: this invohies norative
change through octive medla engagement and
interactive storytelling, leveraging the power of
the arts and popular cuiture to bulld spoces for
diglogue with a focus on questioning regressive
gender norms ond Mpping currentdy estoblished
narmatives on the portroyal of gender in both
rmainsirearmn and digitol media.

D, wis el i ot st vy el g pEr sgidly Mo gl

Breakthreugh's Doop Trimslermotiod: woel vses the socic- ocoicgicd moded b0 woi st adclesoants 7 greemment school thar Families
At comirranites bo- groduady chonge potrarchal gesder nofma A2 o corais 0 2-yeos, iofiool-based gender equity curficulum for grodes
(-8, coled Tooron ki Tol [TET/Legion of Shan]l dgomusly evahnated by J-FAL South Agia, ard seento bring ligaificant ihifta in gendei
attthodes ond bohaviours of boys ond gyl Additioraly, we woerk with vouth (13-26 yean), lo ehcocsoge Rlergenenotions diolcgue ond

biuld thair negetistion skily and ogenoy, 5o Thal gl in partdculss ame abie Lo toke ek own BFe decitiors 1he coieer chalces o whaen/

whm i Lo Moy, Fndly Brgademeant will Comeiumitet eflore Aolatic gands? fermtivlly, We engops caftpihshsisd vely witt shi kel ded
ez 4| (Fanchaoyal Baoj Insbibotion) members, ASHA ARganwod warkess, ond vilioge-level mfuen cerd t ensire an ecoyyilem o which girk
aon thrive Men and boy ferm an idlegrml pan of ourintervention ae-alies; by recogrsimg the hormiul presdunes of poliochal forma on



By leading, porticipoting and engoging in vomnous
natworks ond coalltions, we omplify faminist
ospirotions ond voices from Asio so thot global
ogenda-making processes and plotforms are
Infarmed by evidence and best proctices on
prevention of GBY throwgh feminist volces ond
retworks of the Global South, particularly Asla.

The Gender Transformative — A
Education System (GTES)
Programme

The GTES prograomme aims to oddress
entrenched cultural norms in government
schools, ensuring equitoble educotion
opportunities for all. Through systematic
engogemant ond portnership, it seeksto

drive Insting change at both individuad and
institutional lkevels, odvancing the Sustainable
Daveloprnent Gools of gquality education (5DG
&) and gender equality (350G 5)in India, We are
currently working with the stote governments of
Punjob ond Odisha on this

Building Our National and
Global Connect

We engage with stakeholders and set agendas

at the national, regional and giobal level around
ferminist principles, volues and leadership,
retnining the focus on gender-based vislence and
discrimination (GBY ond GBD).
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Breakthrough Moments
Some highlights from 2023-24




Reach of
Breakthrough'’s

Programmes

districts across Punjab,
Odisha, Haryana, Delhi,
Jharkhand, and Uttar
Pradesh
states
Civey |
] ) 5 trained so
TTL far thrﬂugh
million our GTES
adclescents Tﬁﬂt:hel's programme
sofor
in 2023-24 alone:

6,80,126 7,518

adolescents youth Pl

) 143 | 18288paeres S8
| %, 1-'?, Y, i

' ‘ I."-'H, ey 4. l't:r: ,:;
frontline workers Panchayati ,. (47 i
Raj Institution [ i
members .-',nf_-_., 4




p Strengthening Foundations

91

of Change Through Deep
T sf ati odolascents in project
TR ) greas of Jnarkhand have
: : shared that they are oble
Aware Adolescents Rising: The impact to talk to thair parants

of our Work in Evidence-Based! Findings:

0 obout how much they
« Maore girls ore choosing unconvertional want to ~'-"-"-'d!|" an increase
. from B3% in just one year,
carears—plumbing, walding, ond electrical work. :

9].5% Team Change Leaders (TCLs):

girls we reach, oged 15 to 18, Leading Change In The Communityt
in select blocks of Jhorkhand

said their parents would Our Team Chonge Leaders (TCLs) are cotalysts
support them in pursuing for change, challenging and transforming gender
thelr chosen coreers. rearrms inour Deep Transformotion geographies.

Thelr efforts ore essentiol in creoting o future where
indivicuals aore fres to exprass their ospirations,
desires, and choices without judgement. This year,
they continued to lead change In their communities
and beyond. Here ore some Exgmpies

# Sinea 202, we hove sean a

25

Imcrease in adolescents
wee work with wanting to
study till groduation In UP

* TCLs of Sangom Vihor conducted o safety oudit
to identify ond rectify safety and infrastructure

93 adolescpnts isspes in their community, Significant
% in intervention concerns, including inadegquote street [ighting,

communities of Horvana insufficient police presence, and the absence
reposted being able to of survelflance comeras were revealed. After
atways (61%) or somatimes submitting detalled appiications to their lkocal
(32%) discuss educational counciiar

aspirgtions with elders, We

hove been working in the ' ;
stote since 2074, 120 ccrv :F._r
cameras _
BU 5 were instolled acrass various —
& % areas of the community,

girls, oged 15-18 vears, In

two project areos of UP + Youth and TCLs in Bhora Kalan, Gurigram,
have ccknowledged a rise successfully odvocated for the repair of & broken
in the oge of marrioge in street lights dunng o Grom Sabha mesting,
thiedr commiwnities. contributing to safer streets for women and girls

' Reguinroonourment smiagtions help s oscas the progress of muf wark, e impoct. ond read for couns cormetion. | thads Bght on tha
changa in tha lewe! of mawiadge, attiudes ord proctices reganding gender norme, confidenos, laodemhip cils ond Sedcson-mosing
refatod o Bigher edpootion ond marioge amoedg odolusconts agod =12 youth, ang othor commurity coisholten: n 22324, conoursent
gvoliation wane conducizd i arpana. Utter Prodesh and Jhatshand. Sorme of the Sindings howe boar shomd above

* Toom Charge Ceoders [TCLs) ore 1%-25-yoor- cid wnlunssnn who ermarg e fom tha communitied in which wo o Thoy ofe troinaed ond
martcres to lood ored sustsie g kerm noom change werk in thetr comrmundies ond suroyndnga



« Severol TCLs hove been selected in prestigious
programmes such as the Gondhi Fellowship
organised by the Piramal Foundation (TCL
Ruksor from Kornal, Haryang, and Kojal from
Jharkhand), the Gram Swarajya Fellowship by

the Connecting Dreams Foundation (TCL Pankol

and Kamal from Karmal, Horyvana), and the
storling India Collective Fellowship (TCL Norgis
from Sangarm Vihar, Delhl ond Varsha and
Neelam from Jhajjor, Horyana)

+ Anjali Jongro, a TCL from Horyana was selected
for the 2023 Asian Girs in Action Project,
organised by The Gorden of Hope Foundation-
Imtermational Affoirs in Talpel, Tawan, This
opportunity led (o the display of the TCLs work
in front of government units ke the Ministry of
Forelgn Affairs (MOFA), prominent corporations
ke Gopgle, ond NGOs [non-governmental
organkations)/CEBOs (community-based
crganisations) from around the workd

Learning Mela: A Comprehensive Display
of Our Programmes.

Cur annual Leoming Meto 15 0 woy to bring our work

to those who are not able to visit our intervention
oregs, We showcase the length, breadth and
depth of our work across the & states through this
immersive and creative expenence, In 2023, many
supparters and donors joined us ot the Learning
Melo ‘Bodi si Asho: Bodhte Kndom Sopno ki

Or' (Aspirations: Steps Towands Dreams) that
explored not only cur achievements and the
impact of our work, but also
took us on o comprehensive

Jourmey through our broader initiatives under Deep
Transformotion and the GTES programme.

Steering in Change:
ns

Across 5villoges ond 12 kilometres of Harvana,

B0 young girls ond women took to the streets

on motorbikas, cycles ond troctors through the
heart of Kornol to celebrote Women's Doy, Under
tha theme Samta Ki Or Bodhte Kodam - Ago
milkar boat kare, barabari ki shuruat kare (Steps
Towards Equity - Let’s Come Together and 5tart
With Equality), the event took ploce with the
support of the Women and Child Developmient
Department, Haryana Police Department, DLSA
and PRI membears




p Our Systems Change Work (GTES .
Programme) Gaining Limelight Engeﬂ der.l ng
Recognition by the Convergence E.d u cati 0 n o

Foundotion

We are proud to hove our approach to systems
change showcosed by The Convergence
Foundation in o special report ‘Systemic Impact
Exemplars = Unigue Approoches Towards

Solving India’s Development Challenges’

The Convergence Foundation (TCF) saaks to
cotolyse India’s development journey by creating
mementum around pivotal ideas thot have the
highest patential for systemic impact. Their report
prafiies 20 organisations that hove ochisved
large-scale impact by adopting the systems
change opproach to build evidence on whot
works inthe Indion contaxt.

Ei dering Educ : Qur First
E-Magozine=

#
Breakthrough launched Engendering Education, E ngen d.elﬁl ng

our first e-miogazine, on August 21, This

groundbreaking publication explores the intricate E d u cati 0 n

dynamics of gender and egucotion, bringing
together leading voices in the field. 'Education.

Tk Teachers Editian

inclusion, Dialogues’ wos o colloborative event
hosted under the oagis of Engendering Education
and Shikshal.okam ot the Bangalore International
Centre. The bwo-part event Introduced the
mogazine ond delved into the intricocies of
inclusive education policies, addrassing persistent
disporities mpocbing marginalised groups

The issues so far hove featured insights fram
thought leaders such as Dipak Naker, co-founder
of Raising Vioices, Dr. Songeetn Saxena, co-
founder of Enfold Proactive Health Trust; Praveen
Vempadapu, founder of Kidpower India, faminist
ond writer Anito Bharti, omong others

e P s LR m 8 = B e A =11
hitpyfesoenderinpetioogtan i Misue-03) Maochar’s gakion]
htire fenperdernoatusation n/eue- 03/ {The Equtty ond

Inghkiskan qoiglor)
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b Building Our National and
Global Connect

Reframe: Data For Diaglogue on Shifting
Gender Norms

In the run up to International Wemen's Day,
Bregikthrough orgonised the second edition of
Reframe: Data for Diologue on Shifting Gender
Morms’ on Gth March 2024, This hybrid event
attendad by over 150 people online and offline
looked deeper into evidence building—delving into
diglogues to understand dota findings from our on-
ground wark an gender-norm change (concurrent
evaluations of AEP in Haryana, UP and Jharkhand)
and research on pop culture, and sharing the
same in the sector ot lorge. With preserdotions
from Breakthrough's Community Developers,

the discussion emphasised the importance of
expariential knowledge os data.

The event also fectured o performance by WeBhor—
an initiative by Marnzil Mystics. We8hor is an ali-
wormen band, a tolented group of musicions who
compose and perfonm songs on empowerment

Commission on the Status of Women

(CSW) 68

Breokthrowgh wos invited to the "High-Level Side
Evant of the Group of Friends for the Elimination of
Visience against Women and Girls” on 11th March
to the ECOSOC Chamber at the UN Heodguartars.

The yvaar's priority theme was Accolarating

the ochievement of gender equality and

the empowerment of all wormen ard girfs by
oddressing poverty and strengthening institutions
ond fimoncing with a gender perspective’. Several
estesmed spaokers were present ot the session—
UN Women Executive Director Sima Bohous, UN
Deputy Secretary-General Amina Mohammed,
President of Ford Foundation Dorren Walker—
irchuding the Senlor Director of Breakthrough Trust
MNayong Chowdhury, who spoke on Tnvesting in the
Prevrention of Violence Against Women and Girls.

Anpther engagement ot the C5W woso
parollel event hosted by Arod Foundation ond
Breokthrough on Engaging Men in Chalenging
Socal Marms for Gander Justica’




Lt
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The Haryana Police Department
recognised our Impactiul work In gender
sensitisation and sexual harassmant
prevention and collaborated to organise
a training programme for 200 women
police officers.

.

Meena Rani, District Lead
of Rohtok and Jhaljor
districts in Haryana,
was one of the
outstanding finalists
In the esteemed Cll
Foundotion's Woman
Exempilar Program,
2023,

Awards and E
> Recognitions

3

Breakthrough has been recognised as
a Great PMace To Work in 2023 for the
fourth year in a row. It has also bean

recognised os one of India’s top 20 NGOs
to work in.

4

Breakthrough has been
recognised asa
Healthy Workplace
(Sllver Category) In
2023 by the Arogyo
World india Trust,

In partnership with
the Public Health
Foundation of india.
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Deeper Into Our Work




p Our Work With Young Minds: Voices By troining them to identify gender

from the Communities discrimination, building negotiation skills
ond encouragng imergensrational dologee

The presence ond awarenass of positive gander at this voung age, we ensune thot they make

ideas becames imperative for young minds, and own their life decizions and reclalm their

especially girls from vulnencble bockgrounds. lost agency

Sessions we conduct in communities and schools

with our gender equity curriculum, Taaran ki Tof Additionally, we mobilise them into Kishori

(TET). are intagral to this process, buliding on and Youth Groups so they hove a platform

understanding of their rights and the restrictions in to voice their opinions, collectively

the world around them. identify ond addrass issves, and support

each other in their journeys.

14,003

sessions

with 11-18-year-
old adolescents.




[
Reflections From an Adolescent

on TkT Sessions:

Reflecting on whether o boy should do hoyusehold
chores or not, an adolescent from Munok
community in Horyono statad,

We girls aften let others' opinions dictats
our aspirations, hindering us from pursuing
our dreams. society often pigeonhalesus as
responsible dovghters and sisters, expected
to perform unpald household chores
alengside our mothers. Rorely do people
consider that such tosks are not gender-

specific and can be undartaken by both
boys ond girls. But now | understand the
importance of saying no ond advocating for
equal division of household responsibllities
between my brother and ma.

We also continued tralning TCLs to cultivote
leadership skills, improve interpersonal
communicotion, goin knowledge on gender,
identity, sexuality, patriarchy, armong other things.
With growing Enowledge, they went on to leod
slgnificant change in their communities

Hagq ki Baat, Ziladhikari ke Saath
(A Conversation on Rights With
District Level Officials)

Mine TCLs were invited for o programme
corvened by the District Magistrate in Vikas

Bhowan in Gorokhpur. Officers ot the event were
visibly impressad by the TCLs' confidence ond the
eqrnest articuiotion of their demangds—pe 1t forg
school, playground, publBc tollets or sofe spaces in
their villoges. Aneloted TCL sowd,

The officers talked to us about gender
equality, women's rights and gender-based
discrimination. We told them that our
hamiet does not have any primary school
in spite of having 150 households. 'Wa got
aesurance that oction would be token on
our demands.



The Power of the Arts: A Call to Community

Sapno ke sheher ko sadak
ek jaa rahi; badi si jo aas
thi woh mujhko bula rahi
(A path goes towards the
city of my dreams; my big
dreams call to me)

Byaah na karao baba...
(Father, don't get me
married)

Tears were brought tothe eyes when this song
Byoah Na Karoo Babao™ was plaved ot a Kishori
Samvad, o platform for adolescents to express
thedr asplrations to thelr porents. Media and the
arts hove been intrinsically linked to our work
since our founding ond continue to play an
importont role os tools for rousing diologues in
the communities, Wa mobilise people through
Kishor-Kishori Melas, and other community
mobilisotion events thot plotform odolescent
wishes ond aspirations and open the floor to
imtergenerational and jntergender dialogues.
And It s the rmusic, the movie screenings and the
theatre shows ot these events that touch the
heart ond provoke thought for change:

* [nHozarlbagh,
6 Theatre of the
Oppressed shows

in September focussed on adolescent dreams
and non-troditional coreers, garnering

significant community interest

* In Haryana, an
inftigtive was
taken for girls’

"duecton™ - Gram Panchayats,

jlasa

themed Badi 5i Asha - Humari Samasya,
Humare Proyas (Big Hope - Our Problems, Qur
Solutions). TCLs ond youth group members
orchestroted theatre performances and
sporked discussions, engaging 68,890
participants.

« |n Delhiond Luckrow, the youth creotively
expressad thelr understanding of GBD and the
impartance of bystander intervention through
song, dance, and theatra for

gEzgz
080zzzz2

Safe Schools and Safe Communities;
Bullding Dreams, Uninterrupted

One of the major components of our work

is sensitising school systems ond educators
about creating sofe and gender-edqueal school
environmants, We pouvred our efforts into reviving
School Manogement Committess (SMCs) that
wers once only functional on paper, We built the

vnderstonding of SMC members on their roles and
responsibiiities ond encourcged dialogue with
teochers A totol of 237 SMCs were transformed in
Haryana, Jharkhand, and UP, thot now deliberate
on vaned topics on vored topics from bomiers
togirs’ education to school Infrastructure and
schooling processes

Additionally, 316 Student
Councils were formed
across Haryana,
Jharkhand, and Uttar
Pradesh, promoting civic
responsibility, leadership,
and addressing health-
related concerns.




b Breakthrough in Collaboration with
State Governments:
Our Systems Change Work

Incremental Credibility and Visibility in
Punjab and Odisha:

We hove been oble to progress considerably well
[n both tha states, daipite severnal unforeseen
chollenges and delays in this gounting scale of
works InPunjab, the progrormnng hos succassfully
established o stote—wide presence, and with the
Education Minlster endorsing it Breakthrough
being o part of severol government committess
ncivding the Task Force of Notional Education
Policy, Motional Curriculem Framework
Recommendation Group, and the D. Ed curriculem
revision Group of the Stote. We hove been asked
to review government textbooks from closses 1-12
across sublects, os well s materiol for Mission
Sammth, through the gender lens.

in Odisha, the progromme haos seen o notable rise
i bpoth visibility and credibility. We hove received
parmission for training teachers from the Odisha
government, ond our enhonced reputotion hos led
to invitations from the government to participate
n Convergence Meetings, o significant plotform
for collaboration and discussion on educational
strategies, Furthermore, the Stote Council of
Educational Research and Training (SCERT) In
Odizha hos assigned Breakthrough to write two
chapters in the handbook for newly-recruibed
teachers, highlighting the trust and recognition
we have gained,

Inclusive Deliberations With Leaders

Breakthrough orgonised o session for SCERT staff
in Punfob, promoting gender equity to cedebrate
Wormen's Day. And in Odisho, the Breakthrough
team celebroted with GSEPA (Odisha School
Education Programme Authority) efficials,
discussing gender-tronsformotive education
inltlatives.

veation for Equity

Breakthrough was included in the leaming
enhoncement drve of the Punjob Government to
review three subjects using o gender lens: Punjobd,
Maths & English of classes 3 to 8. Breakthrowgh also
porticipoted in meetings condected by the Special
Secretory of Education, Gaurl Parashar Joshi




p Breakthrough and Media:
Marrative Shift Using Pop Culture

& Storytelling

As a result of our work with young people over tha
yeors, weve reglised thot odolescents ond youth
are among the blggest consumers of popular
culture, media and digito! content. Whot they
sae, hear and consurme shapes and Influencas
their ideclogy and thinking. We realised that this
presented an opportundty forus to use medio and
digital content to fiip the narrative on gender and
viclence and get them to start thinking about
these issues critically. This has, in tum, shaped how
we use media ot Breokthrough: with a focus on

reaching out to young peaple through our content
ond varous plotforms.

Keeping It Feminist: Our Podeast

On Women's Doy, Breakthrough launched
‘Keeping It Feminist - A Breakthrough Podeast’
thot exominas the intricate links between

cultural norms and gender-bosed violence, while
unrovelling popular culture through a feminist lens
The podceast will run urtil May 2024, BEech ofthe 8
epizades features a different guest, expanding on
the theme of the episade; from onscreen female
friendships to examining moscidindty through
comedy to discussing online violence ond much
more.

The podcgst can be agcessed on Spotify and
Apple Podcosts, among other platforms.

Keeping it

Feminist

the Youth with Knowledge

The Champions For Change (CAC) digital
praogramme engaged young people (oged 18-
25) from diverse communities as change agents
to create riveting content and camgalgns that
disseminote occurate information on gender
rights and gender-based discrimination and
viglence from an intersectional lens,

In 2023, 13 volunteers attended o series of
impoctful sesslons focussed on gender and
sexuality, ethical story-telling, gender-sensitive
content genention, gueer rights ond ssues
reprasentation in cinema etc. Expart meantors such
as Sudipta Das, Raina Roonto, Shroddha Agonwal
guided tha voluntaars on Esues in which they
specialise.

#FlipTheNarrative:
Breakthrough ond Yuvaa

Breakthrouvgh and Yuvoa came together to build
a concentroted nebtwerk of content creators

on Instogrom. This network offers ofternative
narratives obout developing and integroting
women chorocters thot ore gender progressive
and encowrage soclal responsibility by highlighting
the impact of stereatypicol ond misogynistic
portrayols on soclety, The campalgn was run

recch of 1L.24M on Instogram.

Breakthrough and Social Media

We reoch out to the wider world ond community
through our octive social medio plotforms:
Instagram, Linkedin, Focebaok, X ond YouTube.
Crver the past year, os we've shared stories and
updates, we've found people increasingly reaching
oult and engaging with us on our sochal madia



i

«17,16,580

Tetal social media reach® in
2023-24

i 2,24,312

Total social medio engagement’ in
2023-24

b Breakthrough In The Global and
Local Network

Raising the agenda of norm change in
global and national forums

Breakthrough hos been an octive porticipant
distinguished forums such oz the GF ond C20 (o3
part of Indin's G20 Secretariat), with o mandote of
promoting gender equality. Sohini Bhottacharya,
the CEQ of Breakthrough, waos invited as one of the
W Advisors where she worked with other women
leaders on a communigue arownd gender-based
violence and recommendations on mitigation
strategies to the GT notlonal governments,

Breakthrough aiso porticipoted In the Gender
Equality and Disability Summit of Civil 20 in
Bhubaneshwar, cantributing to the Engoaging
Men & Boys' ond 'Skl and Education’ thematic
groups. This consultotion was attended by over
300 delegates from civil society erganisations,
gevernment officials, policy rmakers, UM agencies,
and others.

Our selected team made recommendations

to the G20 advisory committee on promoting
leadership, participation and voices of girls and
women to expedite progress on gender equality,

Women Deliver

The Woamen Deliver 2023 Conference (WD2023)
held in Kigall, Rwonda, convened 6,000 in-
person attendeas ond engoged over 200,000
online participants in a six-meonth global
diglogue. Breakthrough wos an active part

of the event, inciuding the Girl Deliver pre-
confarence discussing How Educatlon s a
Feminist Lssue, the Education Zone Side Events

on ‘Gendar Tronsformative education Systems’
ond the Generation Equality Impact Fest's session
‘Generation Equality 107, As a port of the Regional
Steering Committee for #WDASIa2023, we hosted
0 concurrent session titled Advancing the 2030
Agenda: Exploring Synergles and Actions in Asia’

CIES Conference

In March 2024, Sunita Menon (5. Director of
Strategic Partnerships and Scale-Up) represented
Breakthrough at the Comparative ond
imternotional Education Society [CIES) Conferance
2024, held in Migmil, Florida. She presented in threa
distinct sessions during the event, collaborating
with Echidna, Pop Council, ond the Coalition

for Good Schoots on topics such as “Promising
Approoches in Gender Transformotive Educotion,
Leveraging Education for Power and Protest” and
“The Coalition for Good Schools: Vioices from the
Global South,

United Nations General Assembly and
ZEF Mi int

Sohini Bhattocharya, CEQ of Breakthrough,

was invited as o speaker gt the 530G Action
fone, o hybrid event focusing on responsibiity.
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interconnection and accountobility, Breokthrough
olso participated in the Generation Egquality
Midpomt Moment event, aligring with UN
Women's drive to revitalise gender equolity efforts
in light of global chollenges. This event served ot

@ precursor to the SDG Suemmit, uniting global
leaders to occelerote $DG implementation

Conversations on Gender and Technology

» Breakthrough co-chalred the Al working group
in the Recloim coafition, o global network
of 80 organisations working on oddressing
technology-focilitoted GEV globally

« Breakthrough published an article titled, "Can
An Algorithm Be Sexist? Gender and Al" in Down
informs: Towards Feminist Digital Justice, the
December 2023 issue,

* Breokthrough organised an online, closed door
s@ssion of the Rights Con surmnmilt, o global
summit focussed on building a rights-respecting
digital future, The session waos tithed Whose
digital revalution? Understanding educational
occess and inclusivity inthe Globol South’

« Breokthrough is now listed oz o stokeholder
Im the Dynarmilc Coalition on Plotform
Responsibility (DCPR}—the oim of which is to
faster a copperotive multl-stokeholder effort to
eloborote concrete ond interoperoble solutions
to protect platform-users’ humaon rights

b Collaborative Efforts:
Uniting With Partners in Action

The Storling India Collective

The Starling India Collective is a colloborative of six
pariner orgontsations (Breakthrough Trust, Cantre
for Catolyzing Change, GivingTuesday, Hotyyo,
Milagn, and Pratham Education Foundation)
aiming to co-design ond co-dediver o first-of-its-

kind leadership and community-building programme
for grassroots leoders in India. The collective
conducied the progromme for over b months, with
each partner erganisotion conducting o module

for the cohort members, Three TCLs were selacted

as members of the mougural cohort, The pllot
prograrmme sucoessfully concluded in March 2024

Life Skills Collaborative: Voices
from the Ground

Breokthrough, along with Prothom Education
Foundation and Quest Aliance, s a membar of the
YWoices From the Grownd' mitiative from Life Skills
Collaborotive. The initlative is designed to expiore
what young people and those closest to tham
(porents, beachers etc.) think obout life skills ond
the importance of the same in young llves,

Breakthrough orgonised "Ek Mulookoot: Jeavan
Kowshal ke Sooth’ melos, speorheoded by the

Life Skills Coflaborative, in districts of Harvana [3)
and UP (2). These events actively engoged 700
community memers who played o vital role in the
research, ensuring their unwavering invelveneant

throughout the entire dissemination process.

Lilly Singh and the Unicorn lsland Fund

Breakthrough hosted Lilky Singh, o distinguished
Canadian YouTuber, TV host, writer, and comeadian,
alongside her initiotive Unicorn Isiand Fund, During
thairvisit, they observed a TKT session ot o school
with which Breakthrough partnered, with the goal
of producing an educotional sernesdedicoted to
gender equality, particularly SDG 5,




06.

The Breakthrough Bulletin

Changing gender norms is not the work of a day nor are the

effects visible too easily. An abstract concept, it takes years o see
the plant grow from the seed of change sown. In the meantime,
stories of tfransformation—big and small—and other evidence of
Breakthrough's work continue to document the wave of change in
action, and some have found their way into mainstream reportage:
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‘A Gender-Equal World is Critical for Progress’
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Igniting young minds: festering aspirations
among adolescents
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Broakilwough's Gender-Sensitive Curriculum
Program is withesslng positive resuilts:
Sohimi Bhottacharys
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How Your Money Is Used

Financial Year 2023-24 Financial Year 2023-24
Expenditure- INR 37.07 Crores Income- INR 36.00 Crores
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